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Newsletter -- Winter 2007

President's Message
Just after New Year's the National Guard Bureau lost three of its Soldiers in a Blackhawk helicopter crash in Iraq.  Member COL Paul Kelly plus CSM Roger Haller and SFC Floyd Lake died with nine other Army National Guard and two Regular Army Soldiers.  We extend our thoughts and prayers, and where we may, our help to their families.

Several members were talking at our February Social last week about when and why we join NGBAA.   I've said for years that we do not need to depart -- to have been at the Bureau -- to join the Alumni Association.  We all will leave one day, but we can do a lot while we are here.  Part of our mission to support the programs of the leadership of the Bureau, this includes the Joint Staff and the Army and Air Directorates, is to establish social relationships and, if as has happened during recent wartime deploy-ments, and in the event of deaths whether at home or abroad, to help support those here at home.

The interplay between current and former members, and the support we provide to each other and the leadership, is much like what most of us have experienced at our Armories, Readiness Centers and Bases throughout our careers.  For those of us who are retired or who have simply moved on, it is refreshing to see those of us who are currently engaged.  And, from the point of those still engaged, we get to chat with some of the old hands to see what they are doing and tell them what is going on.

CSM(R) Thomas M. McNamara, Jr., President, NGBAA

Notice of  2007 Annual Meeting and Luncheon
Our 2007 Annual Meeting and Luncheon are scheduled for Thursday, 22 March 2007, from 1115-1330 in the Multi-Purpose Rooms at the Army National Guard Readiness Center.  When we confirm our guest speaker, we will post it on the EVENTS page of our website at http://www.ngbaa.com/.  Tickets for the luncheon are $12.00 for members and $15.00 for non-members.

We will have a Members' Drawing to raise funds for our scholarship program at a cost of $5 per ticket, or  $25 for 6 tickets.  These tickets may only be sold to, and bought by, members.

Tickets for all of this are included for your use.  We ask that you send your luncheon tickets back quickly so we may have an accurate count for seating at the meeting.  Tear off your ticket on the dotted line and mail the stubs.  The luncheon ticket stub will be your entry in the drawings for door prizes.  If you cannot return your tickets in time, email tmcnamaracsmr@verizon.net, or call him at 703-2009-7077 to reserve your ticket.

Make all checks payable to NGBAA.  (NOTE:  I will check the P.O. Box at 1030 on 22 March to ensure we get last minute mailings for lunch and drawings.  Do not delay; mail early.  Tom McNamara)

Officer Appointments

Col(R) Mike Hillestad has agreed to an appointment as the co-Director of Activities to specifically help develop activities that will include more of our Air National Guard members.

Membership for 2007
It is time for everyone except Life Members to renew.  Eligibility is fairly simple.  Our membership statement is on the home page of our web site.  There are five categories: Regular, Auxiliary, Honorary, Life and Associate members.  Most importantly, everyone currently connected with the NGB is eligible for membership; you need not wait until departure to join.  A number of older members have lapsed, but we ask you to rejoin us simply by paying for this year's dues.  We miss you, and welcome you back.

For those who wish to pay in person, we will have a Membership table in each of the three facilities.  We will do this occasionally, generally over lunch periods, to avoid disruption of business.  We will announce when the tables will be set up through the announcement system in each building.  Our Membership team will ask for volunteers to help staff these tables.  We hope some of you will donate a bit of your time.

Membership Year:  Our membership year is the calendar year.  Dues are payable on 1 January each year.  If you joined for the first time in October, November or December 2006, you are paid up through 31 December 2007.

Application:  Go to our web site, click on "Membership" and then click on "Membership Application."  You may either download the form, complete it electronically and print it for mailing (the address is at the top of the form,) or simply print the blank form, complete it legibly with a pen (make sure your email address is easily read), and mail it.  And do not forget a check.  Or, you can deliver it to one of the Membership team members below.

Renewals:  You do not need to complete a full application each year.  Simply check or write Renewal on it, enter your name, and then any information that has changed. And, as always, mail it along with a check to the address at the top.

Credit Card Payment:  We have discussed, but have not yet resolved, this issue.  So far, it costs too much.

Membership Team:  In the past, we have had a Chair or Vice President for Membership, but the task was too big for one individual.  We currently have a team in development with MSG(R) Ray (Renato on the email address) Mendoza at the ARNG Readiness Center and MSgt Dave Mowry at JP1.  We are looking for a few more to help in this task at each of our locations, especially the ANGRC.  We will announce when they are fully assembled, organized, and equipped.

Email Update
The Army National Guard changed its addressing protocol this month.  Anyone who had an ngb.army.mil extension was required to update it.  We have tried to correct these at the top of the system, but ask that you send us a note at NGBAA@AOL.COM to make sure we have the email address you want to use.

If you go more than 3 or 4 weeks without getting an email from us, send a note to NGBAA@AOL.COM so we can add you back in.  We have not yet licked the problem of "drops", so we need to know when you haven't heard from us in a while.

Members Without Email
Let us know if you do not have or do not use email.  We want to eliminate manual mailings or reduce them to the greatest extent we can.  They cost quite a bit of money and time to put together.

NGBAA Web Page (this is a re-run)
With the rising costs of material things -- paper, envelopes, and stamps -- and the human cost of time to prepare mail-outs -- we will rely ever more on our web site.  We lost the site for a while, but Webmaster John Kingsley has it back on line.  Now we will work to update the items, and get the latest and greatest posted for you, including this newsletter.  

1.  Go to http://www.ngbaa.org/
2.  Click on the word here to go to the homepage, and, 

3   If you do not see the following navigation bars on the left of the screen, click on the word show in the upper left corner of your screen.  Then choose from any of the following:


 Home Page


 Activities and Services Overview


 By-laws


 Employment


 Events


 Member Birthdays


 Member Updates/News


 Membership


 NGBAA Executive Council Minutes


 Scholarship Opportunities


 Officers


 Related Links

We will soon have a page to show current membership status as asked for by a number of you.

Spring Golf Tournament
The NGBAA Annual Spring Golf Tournament is scheduled for 17 May 2007 at the Forest Greens Golf Course, in Triangle, Virginia.  The flyer will be on the website under EVENTS.

ARNG REDI Awards
Each quarter, we support the winners of the Army National Guard Directorate's REDI Employee Program with a $50 check to one individual in each of the categories of Department of the Army Civilian, Enlisted, Warrant Officer, and Commissioned Officer.  REDI stands for Resourceful, Energetic, Dedicated, and Innovative.

The fourth quarter REDI Award winners at the 16 November ceremony were:

Department of the Army Civilian:  Mr. Manuel Villalba, Personnel Division

Enlisted:  SFC Jeffrey S. Leonard, Logistics Division

Warrant Officer:  CW2 Vickie L. Fejeran, Personnel Division

Commissioned Officer:  MAJ Michael Mishmash, Installations Division

The first quarter FY 2007 REDI Award winners at the 15 February ceremony were:

Department of the Army Civilian:  Mr. Clarebelo B. Reynoso, Comptroller Division

Enlisted:  SGT Jackie Sims, Personnel Division

Warrant Officer:  CW3 John Shelby, Operational Support Airlift Agency

Commissioned Officer:  MAJ William F. Crocker, Logistics Division

Air Directorate Awards Program

Each quarter, and annually, we support the Air National Guard's awards program with a $50 check to one individual in each of the categories of Noncommissioned Officer, Senior Noncommissioned Officer, Field Grade Officer, Company Grade Officer, Civilian Category 1 (GS 1-6), Civilian Category 2 (GS 7-10), and Civilian Category 3 (GS 11-13).

The third quarter Air Directorate Awards Program winners were:

Noncommissioned Officer:  TSgt Anthony Gerald

Senior Noncommissioned Officer:  MSgt Cynthia Seymour

Field Grade Officer:  Maj Christopher Amenta

Company Grade Officer:  Capt Eric Gillespie

Civilian Category 1 (GS 1-6):  Patricia Penny

Civilian Category 2 (GS 7-10):  Annette Dudley

Civilian Category 3 (GS 11-13):  Jeff Mayle

The fourth quarter Air Directorate Awards Program winners were:

Noncommissioned Officer:  TSgt Bonnie McGuffin (TEC)

Senior Noncommissioned Officer:  MSgt Leonard Dunn (A4)

Field Grade Officer:  Maj Sherrie McCandless (A8)

Company Grade Officer:  Capt James Hendrix (A4)

Civilian Category 1 (GS 1-6):  Ms. Sarah Holmes (A1)

Civilian Category 2 (GS 7-10):  No Nominee

Civilian Category 3 (GS 11-13):  Ms. Kristi Unzicker (A7)

Scholarships

We will announce very soon the details for 2007.

Monthly Socials
There will be no social in the month of March due to the Annual Meeting and Luncheon.  See the Social Flyer at the EVENTS tab on our website.

National Guard Consultants' Breakfasts

A number of our members gather monthly for breakfast to hear about topics related to our National Guard.  If you would like to be included on the mailing list of consultants and contractors who participate, send an email to NGBAA@AOL.COM and ask us to add you to the list.  If you are getting ready to retire or leave active service, bring your resume to one of the meetings.  Participants are always looking for new employees and this is a great place to network.  POC is Mr Paul Arienti, 703-601-7303.
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